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PLANNING RETREAT SETs SCC GoALs

New Planning

Initiatives Introduced

During our annual Planning Retreat
in early February, the SCC Leadership
Team, our department heads and divi-
sion chairs learned that SACS will be
using anew criteriaduring the reaffirma-
tion process.

Our faithful SACS guru, Barbara
Jones, told us the new processis Qual-
ity Enhancement, whichisdifferent from
our Annual Plan.

Those at theretreat set up ten Plan-
ning Initiatives.

The Planning team set a goal for an
EquitableWorkload Palicy. Thisiniative
calls for eighty percent of the SCC fac-
ulty to agree that the college hasimple-
mented an equitableworkload policy by
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Jud retur ned from SACSvist

| have recently returned
from my first full fledged SACS
visit. | have been on short SACS
vigits. this one was at Richmond
Community College in Hamlet,
North Carolina

Yes, | learned some
things, but | learned how fortu-
nate | am to have the people |
have here. | came to appreciate
your good attitude.

Buford will be going on

a SACSvidt to Sampson CC.

=

SCC New Horizon’s Winners

Betty Nelson, representing the staff, and Bruce Gover, representing the faculty,
were chosen as the Somerset Community College nominees for the New
Horizon’s Award. The nominees from each college were awarded a trip to the
NISOD Conference to be held in Austin, TX,, from May 25-28. Winners will also
attend the KCTCS New Horizon's Conference in Lexington from May 10-12.

Nelson and Gover are SCC
nominees to New Horizon’s

Betty Nelson, who worksinthe
Admissions Office on the SCC North
Campus, and Bruce Gover, whoisan|T
instructor on the SCC South Campus,
were Somerset Community College’'s
nomineesfor theNew Horizon' sAwards.

| think our Professional Devel-
opment Team selected two very worthy
nomineesfor the New Horizon’ sAward.

Each college or district will
nominate one faculty member and one

staff member for the awards. The overall
system winnerswill receive a$1,000 sti-
pend from KCTCS.

At SCC the Professional De-
velopment Team selected the winners
from a number of applicants who were
nominated by their peers.

Nelson and Gover will represent SCC at
theNew Horizon’ sConference, May 10-
12, in Lexington. Because they are our

Continued on page 2




Continued from page 1

nominees, they are both eligibleto attend
the National Institute for Staff and Orga-
nizational Develpment (NI1SOD) Confer-
encein Austin, TX, May 25-28.

Betty will becelebrating her 30th
year at SCCinJduly, 2003. Sheisthewidow
of Wallace Nelson of Somerset.

Betty served in the United
States Marine Corps from 1957 - 58. She
waslisted in Who' sWho Among Ameri-
can Junior College Studentsand also the
Who’s Who for college students. Sheis
amember of Phi ThetaKappa. Betty has
two grown children: Romaine and Reed.
She also has three grandchildren.

Brucehasbeen employed at the
College since 1999. He began working for
Somerset Technical College prior to con-
solidation. Brucewassel ected asthe 2002
Teacher of the Y ear by the Pulaski County/
Somerset Chamber of Commerce.

Bruce volunteers with the
American Heart Association and Merit
Badge Tech.

BrucehashisMaster Instructor
Certification in Information Technology
and anumber of certificationsinthecom-
ponents of Microsoft Word.

Bruce is married to the former
Jennifer Nelson. ThecoupleattendsBea-
con Hill Baptist Church.

Congratulations to Betty and
Bruce!

Tidbits

At this point, the some of
the operational money for our new
Student Services building at
Somerset North and the expansion at
our McCreary Center areincludedin
the budget. Let’'s keep our fingers
crossed as the House/Senate Con-
ference Committee hammers out the
final budget.

The new Laurel County Public Li-
brary has schedul ed an Open House
for Saturday, May 3. As you know,
we will be providing a College staff
person to help staff the library. We
expect that this partnership will be of
benefit to our students attending our
Laurel North and South Campuses.

Harriette Arnow Conference:
A dream coming true at
Somerset Community College

Somerset Community College will hold its Second Annual Harriette Simpson
Arnow Writers' Workshop and Scholarly Conference on Thursday and Friday,
April 10 and 11.

| am very excited about the Arnow Conference. This conference is something
the College has dreamed of doing for several years and now it’'s going to happen.

Five years ago, ateam of community members, College faculty and College
staff held a series of meetings to envision what the College could do to reach out
to the communitiesit serves. This Vision-To-Action process was funded by the
Ford Foundation and was called the Rural Community College Initiative (RCCI).
The resulting project also became an objective of the National Center of Excel-
lence (NCE) at Somerset Community College. The United States Department of
Agriculture's Office of Rural Development funds the NCE.

Our RCCI team came up with the ideafor creating a demonstration project
that would focus on the rich cultural heritage of our region of Kentucky. The tean
believed that there were two particularly talented artists from our area: Harriette
Simpson Arnow, avery talented, internationally acclaimed novelist, and Todd
Duncan, awonderful vocalist who went on to star on Broadway. The RCCI team
understood that one of the challenges facing our region was to extend and
expand our tourist season. The team saw the fame of Arnow and Duncan, asa
potential drawing card for new tourists, asaway to instill pridein our children
concerning their heritage, and as a possible engine for community development.

Both Arnow and Duncan were remarkabl e teachers in addition to their other
talents, which was another drawing card and interest builder for me.

In 2002, the College kicked off the Arnow Project with aone-day writers
workshop. More than 50 budding writers attended the first workshop conducted
by noted novelist Silas House.

Thisyear we' ve expanded it to atwo-day event. We have some great
Kentucky writers and the top experts on Arnow’ s work coming to Somerset. The
theme of this year’s conference isA Celebration of Harriette Arnow: Her Work
and Placein American Letters.

On Thursday, April 10, Silas House, the author of Clays Quilt and A Parchment o
Leaves, will be back to do a“Novel Workshop.” James Baker Hall, Kentucky’ s Poef
Laureate, will conduct a“Poetry Workshop.” Hall’ swife and a published author in
her own right, Mary Ann Taylor Hall, will host a*“ Short Story Workshop.”

At 8p.m. on April 10, conference attendees and the public will have the oppor-
tunity to see the new play, The Dollmaker, an adaption of Arnow’s most famous
novel written by SCC's own Betty Peterson. Tickets to The Dollmaker are $8 in
advance and $10 at the door. Tickets may be purchased in the Writing Center lo
cated in the Strunk Learning Center on the SCC Somerset North Campus. The
Dollmaker will be performed on April 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 and 12 in the Stoner Theater o
the SCC Somerset North Campus.

On Friday, April 11, the Arnow expertstake over the conference for ascholarly
symposium. Dr. Sandra Ballard, an English professor from Appalachian State Uni
versity who iswriting a biography of Arnow, will deliver the Opening Addressfo
the Arnow Conference. Appalshop filmmaker Herb Smith, will present rarely shown
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Duncan Tribute Set For Center on March 21

Some of Somerset and
Pulaski County’ s finest voices will
join together at the Center for
Rurd Development on Friday,
March 21, to pay tribute to one of
the areas most famous and
talented native sons. The commu-
nity will honor Todd Duncan with
agpecid performance.

Duncan was an early Civil
Rights pioneer, a taented Broad-
way and operavocdist and a
beloved college professor and
teacher. He was born in Danville
and grew up in Somerset where
his materna grandfather, Owdey
Cooper, lived.

John Perkins, a member
of SCC'sboard of directors, told
me he thought the best way to
honor Todd Duncan would be to
sng some of the music that made
him world famous. John is
Somerset’ s Postmaster and the
chairman of the Todd Duncan
Centennid Celebration Commit-
tee.

During his lifetime Duncen
was acclamed for his achieve-
ments throughout the world. He
received eight honorary doctor-
ates, won the famous Broadway
Tony Award, received aNew
York Critics Award, the presti-
gious Peabody Award and many
other honors.

With the ass stance of
Lonnie Lawson, the executive
director of the Center for Rura
Development and our College, the
committee put together the March
21 program.

Tickets to the Todd
Duncan Tribute can be purchased
at the Center box office.

Ticketsare $2. The Ticketswill be available beginning
donationswill go to the Dunbar Monday, Feb. 24, a the Center.
High School Scholarship Fund, | hope we will have an
which provides college scholar- excdlent turnout from our stu-
shipsfor loca black students. dents, faculty and staff.

Open House At Laurel North Set

We plan to hold an Open House at the new technica building on
our Laurel Campus North. The event is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
on Thursday, March 27. Dr. McCall is expected to come and join us. This
will aso be the London/Laurd County Chamber of Commerce's monthy
Business After Hours meeting. Y ou are invited. Please come!
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out-takes of hisinterviewswith Harriette Arnow. Dr. HagjaK. Chung, an English
professor and Arnow scholar at Michigan State University, will bethe L uncheon
Speaker for the Conference. The University of Michiganiswhere Arnow’ spapers
are archived.

Sherry Robinson of Eastern Kentucky University will host asession entitled
“Perchance to Dream: Arnow’s Between the Flowers.” Charity |kerd-Smith and
Vicki May, also of EKU, will present “Mother/Daughter Relationshipsin Arnow’s
The Dollmaker.” James B. Goode, an English professor at Lexington Community
College, will host “The Novel as Sculpture: Analysis of Harriette Arnow’s Com-
ment on Fiction in The Dollmaker.” Brenda K. White of Somerset will host a
session on “Usand Them: The Outsider in Harriette Simpson Arnow’ s Kentucky
Trilogy.”

We are hoping to have a large crowd of English and Humanities teachers
from high schoolsand collegesall over Kentucky and el sewherevisiting Somerset,
many of them for the first time.

Conferenceregistration forms can be found at the Somerset Community Col-
lege website, www.somcc.kctcs.edu <http://www.somcc.kctes.edu>.

The Arnow Conference is sponsored in part through a grant from the Ken-
tucky Arts Council.




SCC LionsClub’sraisesfundsfor eye examswith Valentines Day event— The
Somerset Community College Lions Club raised $480 with aVaentines Day give-a-
way. The money will be used to provide eye examinations and eye glassesto
studentsin financial need. Shown here from the left are: Dana Todd, Lions Club
vice-president, Roger Hollars, club president; Jerry Warren, SCC student govern-
ment president; Libby Mattingly, the winner of the Valentines Day basket; Melissa
Morrison, event co-chair with Pam Bridgman; and Dorothy Phillips, Lions Club

member.
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Health Occupations Club at SCC donatesto God’'s Helping Hands
— Members of the Somerset Community College Somersat South
Campus s Health Occupations Students of America chapter donated a
variety of household items to God's Helping Hands, a non-profit organi-
zdion in Pulaski County. The items included shampoo, towels, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, blankets, razors and other items.
Shown here from the left are: (Front Row) Amanda Cooper and Donna
Barnes. (Back Row) Evelyn Daton, Dewayne Corder, Maze Bobbitt
(the founder and coordinator of God's Helping Hands), Janet Brown,
Jennifer Wilson (HOSA faculty advisor), Donna Sowders, Jessica Kelsey
and Karen Mofidd.
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Next, theteam called for aQuality As-
sessment Plan. This plan calls for one
hundred percent of all educational pro-
gramstoimplement aQuality Assessment
Plan by June, 2004.

The team’ s next initiative callsfor Im-
proving the CampusClimate. Thisinitia-
tive calls for 80 percent of SCC employ-
ees to agree they are satisfied with fac-
ulty and staff morale. Documentation will
be the Spring 2004 Campus Climate Sur-
vey.

Enrollment Growthwasthefourthini-
tiative set by theteam. Thegoal istoin-
crease enrollment by two percent for the
2003-2004 academic year.

Next, Flexible Schedulingwas chosen
as an initiative. This one says that SCC
will increasethe number of credit and non-
credit course offerings through flexible
scheduling by five percent during the
2003-2004 academic year.

Retention was next on the minds of
the team. This initiative calls for SCC to
increase one-year retention by ten per-
cent based upon the Student Success Plan
by July, 2004.

Aninitiative tol ncrease Scholar ships
was established. SCC will stive to in-
crease scholarship funding by ten per-
cent for the 2003-2004 academic year.

The Student Success Rate was the
next initiative. Credential seeking stu-
dentswill graduate or completetheir pro-
grams at arate five percent higher than
for the previous academic year.

Improving Campus Communications
wasnext. Thisinitiativewill requireeighty
percent of the faculty and staff to agree
that they are satisfied with internal com-
munications efforts.

The find initiative was Survey Par-
ticipation. This sets fifty percent as the
participation goal for al collegewide sur-
veys.

| think these are achievableinitiatives,
if weall work together to make them hap-
pen.



